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DEEP EnCon Officers Trained to Administer Narcan
Officers Will Help Combat Ill Effects of Opioid Drug Abuse

Officers from the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) Environmental Conservation (EnCon) Police are being trained to administer Naloxone Hydrochloride, commonly known as Narcan, to join the state’s effort to combat the tragedy of people losing their lives from overdosing on opioids, including street drugs such as heroin or prescription painkillers such as OxyContin.
“Our EnCon officers are pleased to join in the initiative to help combat the alarming growth of heroin and prescription drug abuse,” said Col. Kyle Overturf, the head of the EnCon police unit at DEEP.   “Our officers are positioned to play an active part in assisting people whose lives are threatened by a drug overdose.  You will find EnCon officers in action all across Connecticut, as we provide a law enforcement presence in state parks and on state lands as well as enforcing fish and game regulations.” 
Fifty EnCon officers participated in a training program administered by the Connecticut State Police.  The state Department of Public Health is providing the Narcan kits that the EnCon officers will carry.

“We appreciate the support of the State Police and DPH in helping to prepare and equip our officers,” said Col Overturf.  “This cooperative effort demonstrates the depth of Connecticut’s commitment to save lives by effectively addressing situations where people have overdosed on drugs.”
Multi-Faceted State Effort to Address Overdose Issue  

At the direction of Governor Dannel P. Malloy, state agencies in Connecticut has been actively involved in efforts to combat deaths from overdoses, including rapidly linking opiate addicted individuals to medication-assisted treatment like Methadone, redoubling efforts to educate the public on the dangers of prescription drugs and heroin, and implementing widespread drug take-back days and prescription drug drop boxes to safely dispose of unneeded medication.

Some of the specific initiatives include:

· With their training, EnCon officers join the ranks of Connecticut State Police, who have also been trained to administer Narcan.  State Police are credited with saving the lives of 100 people who had overdosed in just the two years since they conducted their training.

· A joint effort of several state agencies – Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection (including the Police Officer Standards and Training Council and Fire Services Academies), the DPH, the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and the Department of Correction - has also provided classes on the administration of Narcan to local police and fire departments in several municipalities across the state.
· DPH has distributed approximately 9,200 overdose prevention kits since 2014 through that agency’s overdose prevention, education, and naloxone access campaign, known as Overdose Prevention Education and Naloxone (OPEN) Access CT.

· The state’s Department of Consumer Protection has developed a new, interactive online map that allows consumers to locate pharmacies across the state where pharmacist are certified to proscribe Narcan.  
The work to increase accessibility to Narcan has been aided by several public acts signed into law by Governor Malloy.  Among them are:
· Public Act 14-61 , authorizing anyone to administer an opioid antagonist such as Narcan to a person he or she believes, in good faith, is experiencing an opioid-related drug overdose.  Under prior law, only licensed health care practitioners were allowed to administer the medication without being civilly or criminally liable for the action.

· Public Act 12-159 , allowing prescribers to provide Narcan prescriptions to individuals in close contact with a person struggling with opioid addiction.

Background on EnCon Police

DEEP EnCon Police trace their history back to the state’s first “Special Game Protectors” who were appointed in 1895.  EnCon Police are responsible for protecting the public and Connecticut’s natural resources through public education and outreach, prevention of crime and accidents and the enforcement of laws and regulations.  

 

All EnCon officers are fully certified law enforcement officials with full arrest powers. In addition to traditional law enforcement duties, they have special responsibilities for protecting Connecticut’s natural resources and wildlife. 
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